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SLAS Grant Schemes and Awards

A significant percentage of SLAS income went on grants and awards. The Committee regularly discusses the schemes to ensure that they are working for the Members. In light of recent discussions the wording of the calls for applications for all schemes were revised with a view to making the criteria for awards clearer. New guidelines and deadlines are on the website. Members are encouraged to apply for these grants and awards and to publicise them to PhD students and colleagues. It is important that anyone applying for SLAS grants fulfils the eligibility criteria. In light of problems last year all members are now required to provide their SLAS membership number on all grant applications. The membership number can be found on the email you get when you join/renew membership. 

The Secretary reported on awards made under the various SLAS grant schemes since the AGM 2014, as follows:

· Postgraduate Travel Grants

Twenty of these grants are available, each worth up to £600 to encourage and assist in overseas fieldwork. A total of 35 applications were received by the single annual deadline in February. The number of applications was more than in the previous two years. A number of MA students applied to this scheme for funding suggesting that there is a growing need in this area but priority was given to PhD candidates. 20 full awards were made to: 

Katherine Bailey, Lancaster; Jaime Balladares, UCL; Jospeh Bewsick, Leeds; Diana Boana Visser, Kent; Bruno Dalponte, Birmingham; Yolanda Gana, Bristol; Miriam Grossi, Nottingham; Daniel Leyton, Sussex; Miranda Lickert, Reading; Felix Lossio, Newcastle; Sofía Mercader, Warwick; Cristian Montenegro, LSE; Douglas Mulliken, Glasgow; Ailsa Peate, Liverpool; Maria Daniela Sánchez López, UEA; Isabel Segui, St Andrews; Harriet Smart, Sheffield; Isabel Story, Nottingham; Raul Valdivia, Birkbeck; Ana Zavala, Sheffield

· Postgraduate Conference Grants

Eight of these grants are made available each year, each worth up to £500 to enable students to present a paper at an overseas conference. We received 3 applications by the September deadline and 13 applications by the second deadline in February. It is very important that applicants remember to include confirmation that their paper has been accepted and to note that SLAS cannot accept applications for conferences taking place within a month of the deadline. Overall, application levels were slightly lower compared to last year. A total of eight awards were made of £500 to: First Round: Jenny Nelson (Leeds); Ximena Pia Galdames Castillo (Institute of Education, University of London) Second Round: Camila Gatica Mizala (UCL), Maribel del Carmen González Moraga (Bristol), Geoffrey Maguire (Cambridge), Laura Jan Obermuller (St Andrews), Desiree Poets (Aberystwyth), Mara Polgovsky Ezcurra (Cambridge) 
· SLAS Conference Postgraduate Bursaries

Twenty grants were available, each worth £200. As last year we did not receive as many applications as one might expect and there was an extremely high success rate. We made 20 awards of £200. Awards were made to: 
Svitlana Biedarieva (Courtauld), Macarena Bonhomme (Goldsmiths), Marcia Espinoza (Sheffield), Marcos Estrada (Warwick), Natalia Garcia Bonet (Kent), Isabelle Gribomont (St Andrews), Erich Hellmer (Glasgow), Jonas von Hoffmann (Oxford), Philipp Horn (Manchester), Grace Livingston (Cambridge), Carla Moscoso (Cambridge), Oleski Miranda Navarro (Edinburgh), Penélope Plaza (City University London), Desiree Poets (Aberystwyth), Paola Raffaelli (Roehampton), Andreia Reis do Carmo (Oxford), Ignacio Rivera (Goldsmiths), Megan Ryburn (QMUL), Lexy Seedhouse (Newcastle), Pablo Torres Núñez (Cambridge)
· SLAS Conference Postdoctoral Bursaries 

Following the success of the 50th Anniversary Post-Doctoral Bursaries the Committee decided to continue to provide funding to enable post-doctoral students who do not have institutional support to attend and give a paper at the SLAS conference.5 awards of £250 were made to:
Adriana Arista Zerga (Nottingham), Courtney Campbell (ILAS), Asa Cusack (ILAS), Hilary Francis (ILAS), Tomas Undurraga (UCL)
· ‘Latin American Scholar’ Grants 

Once again we received a large number of applications to this scheme. The same number of applications (18) were received this year as last year. Five awards of £1000 were made to: 
Bernardo Buar- que de Holanda (Brazil), Aline Coelho Sanchez Corato (Brazil), Rosita de Lisi (Uruguay), Olga Peek (Ecuador), Natalia Alejandra Rodríguez Revelo (Mexico)
· Conference and Event and Seminar Grants Support

The funding for these schemes was combined to enable us to better respond to demand. A total of £4000 was available under these schemes this year. There was a single annual deadline this year with a view to enabling the committee to make awards to the best applications and prevent a situation where money is held back for later rounds. We received four applications by the September deadline (Last year we had 4 in September and 11 in February suggesting that there may be a period of adjusting to the new deadlines). The following awards were made:

Lara Demori (Edinburgh) ‘Perceiving Latin American Art 1950-1970’ £1000

Dunja Fehimovic, Rebecca Ogden, Par Kumaraswami (co-convenors) (Cambridge and Reading) Branding Latin America  £1000
Prof Linda Newson and Dr Malayna Raftopoulos  (Institute of Latin American Studies ) ‘Climate Change and Human Rights in Latin America’ £1000

Michela Coletta “Education, cultural literacy and collective memory in Latin America” Institute of Latin American Studies £500 

· Blakemore Prize
We received more applications for this award than last year. The Committee is very grateful to PILAS for their help in publicising the award. Eight articles were submitted. 

Elections to the SLAS Committee

The Secretary reported on the outcome of the 2015 elections. 

The following posts were available:

President: standard two-year post

Vice President: standard two-year post

Four Ordinary Members: standard two-year post

By the deadline, valid nominations had been received as follows:

President:  Jens Hentschke (Newcastle)
Vice President: David Wood (Sheffield)
Ordinary Members: Ana Margheritis (Southampton) and Ana Cecilia Dinerstein (Bath).
Since we did not receive more nominations than the number of posts available all of the nominees were duly elected to the Committee for the period 2015-2017. Two additional members Cara Levey (Cork) and Patience Schell (Aberdeen) were co-opted to the Committee to fill the vacancies. 
The Committee would like to thank outgoing members Manuel Barcia, Par Kumaraswami and James Scorer for their service on the Committee. 




