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Financial Statement

The grants of £500 awarded by SLAS, and £295 awarded by the Santander International Exchange Bursary, contributed to the overall budget of the trip, which came up to £880.

The final expenditure included not only the conference fee and related expenses, but also a visit to the Adivasi Academy
, where meetings took place between the teachers and directors, and myself in order to establish academic rapport to organise future exchanges in relation to indigenous studies and the programmes carried out at the academy and my own research on indigeneity in Latin American Studies, focusing on the Andes. This visit matched the aim of the conference and that of the whole trip, which was to ‘to initiate the discussion of experience of indigenous people on a global scale and in a comparative cross-cultural perspective’ (from the Chotro Conference Call for Papers).  In total I was away from 8 to 25 September 2010, which included a weekend break.

	Expenses

	Income


	Conference Fee + Accommodation/meals during conference (9-17 Sept)

180

	500 (SLAS Grant)


	Bank Transfer to India

30

	295 (Santander International Exchange Bursary)

	Transport (Rtn air ticket London to Delhi and train to Heathrow airport)

398

	85 (Self-funded)


	Visa fee

70

	-


	Travel Vaccinations

42

	-


	Additional trip to Adivasi Academy and Accommodation (rtn air ticket Delhi to Vadodara, 3 nights hotel accommodation and meals)

170

	-


	Total Expenses 880
	Total Income 880


	


Results and Impact of the Trip

The conference was organized by the Bhasha Research Centre (India), the Developing Countries Research Centre (Delhi University, India) and the Association for Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies (ACLALS) (Germany).  It ran over seven days, between two locations: Delhi University and the Royal View Resort in Shimla.  There were aproximately eighty papers presented from around forty different countries, as well as two formal meetings around the sustainability of the network created by the conferences and how to take it forward.  This event was to be the final of a series of three conferences put together by the organisers, but in the end it was decided to continue in the future, given its success. 
The topics of the papers varied from ideas of local and indigenous knowledges to global transitions of indigeneity, many of which were inserted into the frameworks of Postcolonial Studies, Literary Criticism, Anthropology, Cultural Studies, Sociology,and other social sciences. 

· One of the main achievements of my own paper was the insertion of Latin America into a discussion which had largely been dominated (both in previous conferences as well as in most of the academic world) by Africa, Australia-New Zealand, and Asia, particularly in the fields of Post-colonial and Indigenous Studies. 

· I was the first Latin American scholar to present a paper at the conference series.

· My paper was very well received by my peers, bringing into focus the importance of Latin America into contemporary debates around the topics of the conference.  It paved the road for a wider presence of Latin America in future related events and academic publications produced by the network, as confirmed by the outcomes.
· After several meetings, it was decided that the conference should remain in place, albeit its shape may change, for future years.  A small steering group was selected from the most active members of the conference, and I am one of the members of the steering group.

· Routledge has accepted to publish the proceedings of the last conference, the series will be edited by Prof. Geoffrey Davies (ACLALS) and Prof. Ganesh Devy (Bhasha).  I will send my final paper by March 2011, for the consideration of the editors.  If my paper is accepted, it will be my first academic publication for a renown publisher.

· The visit to the Adivasi Academy not only served to make the students (children and postgraduate students) and teachers aware of indigenous Andean culture, but also gave me some information to establish comparative studies that will serve to enrich my academic work (including the paper for publication, and my PhD dissertation) but also to ascertain a wider cultural context for many of the topics that many other Latin Americanists are working on, in relative blindness (save some important exceptions of course) to what is already being developed in India, and elsewhere.

· I have been invited, upon the completion of my PhD, to develop and teach a course at the Pontifical Institute of Philosophy and Religion, Pune, India.  

Next Steps

· I have now been asked to try to arrange for an encounter based on the Chotro idea to take place in Bolivia, given its contemporary presence in the media over indigenous issues.

· My next step will be, once I have finished my PhD, to create a detailed report, including some information on the organisers, the aims of the conference, photos taken during the conference and the exchanges at the Adivasi Academy, to send to institutions (government, educational, cultural, social movements) that may be able to contribute to setting up an encounter in Bolivia. With the aim to raise some initial interest and start discussions about funding and the logistics of the event, given that it would need ample support to take place.  This would be a fantastic outcome, if eventually it materializes, of my presence in Chotro 2010.

· Before this, I have to finalise my paper for publication, titled ‘Cultural Marginalisation and Empowering Performance: Carnival in the Andes’ (provisional title) to be sent off to the editors by March 2011.

· I also intend to maintain the academic network formed during the conference, for future collaborations. For example, I have already been approached to develop a module to teach about political contestation of religious festivities in the Andes, for the Pontifical Institute of Philosophy and Religion, Pune, India.  This also I intend to pursue once my PhD is completed.

I would like to sincerely thank the Society for Latin American Studies and the Santander International Exchange Bursary Fund, as well as my home institution Newcastle University, and my supervisors, Prof Rosaleen Howard and Dr Patricia Oliart, for making this trip possible; the outcomes surpassed my own expectations, and I now have the responsibility to move forward some of the ideas/opportunities that emerged from this meeting. I will keep you informed you of any publications or significant outcomes. Thank you.

� Adivasi is a term used in India to designate ‘native tribes’ or ‘original settlers’.
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