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1. Period of the fieldwork

9th of March - 20th of May 2011.

2. Fieldwork sights

Chile: Santiago and Rancagua.

3. Purpose of the fieldwork

The main purpose of the fieldwork trip, for which I was awarded the SLAS Postgraduate Travel Grant, was to conduct interviews with the main actors involved in the unfolding of the subcontracted workers’ movement of 2007. In order to trace back the events and understand the dynamics of the decision-making process both previous to the movement and as a response to it, semi-structured interviews were conducted with key actors of the trade unions, the Ministry of Labour, members of the movement, etc. This also served the purpose of complementing and triangulating the analysis made from the secondary literature and compensating for the lack of analytical literature on the movement under study.
4. Interviews 

The first weeks in Chile were dedicated to the interviews of the main leaders of the CTC (Confederación de Trabajadores del Cobre), which was the organization that convened the 2007 protests of the subcontracted workers against Codelco, the main state-owned copper-extracting company of the country. These interviews served to gain insight into the mobilization resources that were used in 2007 when all the main divisions of CODELCO were paralyzed due to the protests of the subcontracted workers; the gradual construction of the movement; the internal structure; the petitions; their view on the labor policies that preceded and that followed the 2007 mobilization; the main alliances that were made with other social actors and with the political parties, etc.

In a second phase of the fieldwork, I interviewed leaders of other trade unions such as the CUT (Central Unitaria de Trabajadores), the SINAMI (Sindicato Interempresa Nacional de Montaje Industrial, Obras Civiles y Actividades Anexas), SITECO (Sindicato Interempresa de Trabajadores de la Gran Minería y Ramas Anexas), amongs others. These interviews complemented the reconstruction of the unfolding of the subcontracted workers’ movement. They also allowed for the understanding of the broader transformation of the trade union movement in Chile post transition to democracy.
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Photo 1: Entrance of SINAMI, Santiago de Chile

Source: Own photo

In sum, the interviews with the leaders of CTC and of the main trade unions will allow me to write about the main actors of the trade union movement in Chile; the reconstruction of the subcontracted workers’ movement from the 1980s onwards; and the views of the trade union movement in general and of the subcontracted workers in particular on the policy outcomes of the 2007 protests. 
A third group of interviews with policymakers and experts on labor policies were conducted towards the end of my stay in Chile. I spoke to people that had participated in the Commission of Labor and Equity, which was created by President Michelle Bachelet in 2007 as a way of channeling the demands of the subcontracted workers’ movement, generate policy proposals to improve their labor conditions and more broadly, counteract inequality. This allowed me to map the standpoints of the commission’s different political sectors; the dynamics of the debate; and the main agreements and disagreements. Additionally, I talked to senior policymakers employed by the Ministry of Labor in 2007. Through these interviews I gained insight into the government response to the subcontracted workers’ movement and the possibilities and constraints for policy reform that the movement involved. Finally, I interviewed Members of Parliament to understand the nature of the parliamentary debate on labor policies, both previous to and after the subcontracted workers’ movement. 
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Photo 2: National Congress in Valparaíso
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In summery, 28 interviews were conducted during my fieldwork trip to Chile. I am deeply grateful to the SLAS Postgraduate Travel Grant that allowed for this trip, which was crucial to complete my DPhil in Development Studies at the University of Oxford.
