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This report is about the fieldwork activities developed by the author during the period of January to March 2009 in Brazil. This fieldwork is part of a PhD research on the genesis and development of the Controladoria-Geral da União – CGU (Brazil’s Anti-Corruption Agency). The activities performed at the fieldwork comprised elite and group interviews, and document and archive analysis. Interviews took place in Salvador (Bahia State) and Brasília (Federal District), 60 individuals were interviewed, 37 by elite and 23 by group interview methods. Brazilian Congress archives, CGU archives and documents, and newspapers archives were analysed in Brasília.
Individuals contacted for elite interviewing were from different sectors inside and outside the governmental structure. Indeed, the selection of elite interviewees took in consideration the necessary equilibrium between opinions about CGU. Therefore, in addition to present and former CGU staff, representatives of academia, NGOs, political parties, the press, social organisations, and ministries were interviewed. On the other hand, for group interviewing only CGU staff was contacted. Corruption and anti-corruption activities are sensitive issues, but it was not a barrier for interviewing during this fieldwork. On the contrary, the originality and timely of this study have contributed to receiving a bulk of rich opinions from interviewees.
Documents and archives included CGU reports, CGU working groups’ reports, and ministry internal documents collected at the CGU headquarters in Brasília; and deputies’ discourses transcriptions, and laws motives expositions collected or examined at the Brazilian Congress. Moreover, newspapers and magazines archives were examined at the Congress Library in Brasília. The majority of these sources were only available for personal analysis, that is, they were not available online. Regarding official documents consulted, it is important to state that there was no objection for accessing them which was a fortune for this study. 
CGU is a new institution; however, has presented an intriguing development path since its inauguration in April 2001. What is new about the case is neither the problem the institution has been addressing nor its mandate. The novelty is the peculiar history of an agency that, for some, was brought into the Brazilian government to never work. The research argument, which is expected to be corroborated after the ongoing data analysis, is that CGU is persistent, as a legacy of organisational continuity, mandate and purposes. 

The present research is theoretically based on historical institutionalism, increasing returns, path dependence, and institutional layering. Individuals, norms, and organisation together are the essence of an institution. It is not different, considering CGU. Therefore, due the nature of the subject, conducting this fieldwork, and contacting individuals, norms and the organisation itself was crucial for the analysis. 
� This fieldwork was partially funded by a Society for Latin American Studies’ Postgraduate Travel Grant to which the author would like to express his gratitude.





