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I am currently a history PhD student at the University of Sheffield. My thesis analyses British Government intervention in the Venezuelan oil industry between the years 1941 and 1948. These years mark a pivotal period for the Venezuelan oil industry, as the Second World War and Cold War greatly increased its international importance. My thesis argues that British policy-makers forged links with multinational oil companies operating in Venezuela in order to influence events and secure access to Venezuelan oil. Due to the USA’s preponderant role in South America, it is necessary to analyse US policy in Venezuela in order to fully understand Anglo-Venezuelan relations. 
In March 2011, I was fortunate enough to receive a SLAS Postgraduate Travel award of £350. I had applied for the grant in the hopes of gaining funding to travel to the USA and visit the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Rockefeller Archive Center and United Nations Archive, which are located in and around New York City. The money I received from SLAS was enough to cover my airfare from the UK to the USA, which I otherwise would have been unable to afford. I stayed in New York between 4 April and 4 May 2011, dividing my time between the three archival collections. I was able to access material which allowed me to gauge the views of US policy-makers, oil company executives, and UN officials towards Venezuela and its oil industry.
The FDR Library is located at Hyde Park and contains a large quantity of archival material relating to the Roosevelt administration. The library holds the papers of many leading political figures including Sumner Welles, Henry Morgenthau Jr. and Franklin D. Roosevelt. Significantly for my own purposes, the library also holds the papers of Frank P. Corrigan, the US ambassador to Venezuela during the 1940s. Prior to attending the library, I prepared a list of documents of particular pertinence to my research. Thus, upon my arrival at Hyde Park I was able to make my way through the collection quickly and precisely. The documents at Hyde Park have given me an insight into US policy towards Venezuela and the views of officials at various bureaucratic levels. Governments are not unitary actors and I was able to gain an appreciation of the range of opinion within the Roosevelt administration. In particular, these documents have allowed me to better understand the effect of the Good Neighbor policy on US intervention in Venezuela. I was also able to gain a sense of the Roosevelt administration’s attitude towards Latin America more generally.
After visiting the FDR Library, I moved on to the Rockefeller Archival Center which is located in Sleepy Hollow. The archive holds the papers of the Rockefeller family and the records of various organisations, businesses and institutions with which the family were associated. I was particularly interested in the papers of Nelson A. Rockefeller who played a prominent role in the formation of US policy towards Latin America. The staff of the Rockefeller Archive Center were very obliging and, with their help, I was able to view a large amount of relevant material. Rockefeller had a strong interest in Latin American affairs and visited Venezuela repeatedly. Rockefeller’s own views largely correlated with the tenants of the Good Neighbor policy. He believed that US businesses and the US Government would benefit from more cordial relations with Latin America. In July 1941, Rockefeller was selected by Roosevelt to be the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs within the Office of Inter-American Affairs. Moreover, for a time, Rockefeller was a board member of the Creole Petroleum Corporation, the Venezuelan subsidiary of Standard Oil Company of New Jersey. Thus, Rockefeller’s personal papers gave me a dual insight into the views of US policy-makers and oil company executives, and the level of interaction between the US Government and Standard Oil. This was important, as my thesis seeks to conceptualise state-private networks and the role of private enterprise within international relations. 
Finally, I visited the United Nations archive. This collection, located in the heart of Manhattan, contains the papers of the UN General Assembly. These documents allowed me to gauge the views of the wider international community towards Venezuela. In the late 1940s, the UN conducted various studies which detail the economic conditions within Latin America as a whole, and Venezuela specifically. The UN hoped to use this information in order to aid the development of Latin American economies. The quantitative statistical information contained within these studies has given me an appreciation of the importance of the oil industry within the Venezuelan economy. Moreover, these documents also contain useful qualitative information, such as the attitude of UN officials towards Venezuela and the role of the country within international relations. 
My visit to New York provided me with a valuable insight into the views of US Government officials and business executives towards Venezuela during the 1940s. This has developed my analysis of US policy in Venezuela and, thus, provided me with a more nuanced understanding of Anglo-Venezuelan relations. Documents relating to the United Nations have also given me a better understanding of Venezuela’s role within broader international relations. Moreover, the papers of Nelson A. Rockefeller have allowed me to gain an insight into the relationship between Standard Oil executives and US policy-makers. This has allowed me to analyse the role of state-private sector integration within geopolitics, which is a central component of my thesis.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank SLAS for agreeing to help fund my research trip to New York. This trip would not have been possible without SLAS assistance. I am now in a position to make use of a range of archival material that will drastically improve the quality of my final thesis. Indeed, I have already begun to incorporate much of this material into my dissertation. Moreover, these documents provided the basis for two separate conference papers that I recently presented at the annual gatherings of the Historians of the Twentieth-Century United States and the Transatlantic Studies Association.
