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During the month of July 2010, I travelled to Managua, Nicaragua to conduct ethnographic interviews with individuals who experienced the Sandinista government in the 1980s. Being Latin America, I knew my careful plans would not likely come to fruition once I arrived in the country. Indeed my travel and accommodation plans changed a week before I arrived. One of my contacts offered her son’s bedroom for my stay, and her husband acted as my chauffeur as public transportation within the capital, particularly for a gringa, is not the most secure form of travel. 


Before arriving, three possible entry points into different segments of the population were available to me. One contact was involved in publishing a news journal (Envío) and had connections to political actors. Another worked with an opposition group that was active in the 1980s and is still active today. The other was the individual with whom I stayed, who taught at a local primary and secondary school. As anticipated, plans changed and the first two contacts fell through: the first due to family and work commitments, the second due to concern among his connections about government reprisals if they participated. 


Though the final point of contact, the school teacher, provided a large community of friends and co-workers to interview, I had concerns that the participants would be overwhelmingly similar in viewpoints, background and socio-economic or political status. Fortunately I was wrong, and was able to interview a variety of people from rather dissimilar backgrounds. Even those of similar backgrounds or experiences presented markedly different viewpoints, including some I never anticipated hearing voiced to an ‘outsider’. The friend of a friend method (and truly a friend of a friend of a friend of a friend method, given the roundabout way I even came to meet this teacher) was highly effective in this situation. 


Culturally, sharing life stories about the past events was easy terrain as the Nicaraguans I met were willing to talk at length about their experiences in the past. They also were eager to share their thoughts about the current political situation, and how that related to the past. I learned a lot from the variety of people I met and dialogued with. 


My visit was perfectly timed to coincide with the 19 July revolutionary celebrations. This allowed me to view first hand how the government led celebrations were handled and directed, and how the opposition demonstrated and reacted to them. This provided me with more primary source data to triangulate help my other data. I was also able to access the Central American University’s (UCA) library which holds a substantial amount of materials relating to the first Sandinista government and the opposition movements. 


In total I returned with fourteen interviews with viewpoints varying from former guerrilla fighters for the Sandinistas, to participants in the Literacy Crusade of 1980, to citizens who fled to exile, to youth opposition members at the time. These interviews, along with the other ethnographic data I was able to collect and learn from, have already begun to provide my project with a perspective and information on the time period under investigation that I would not have accessed otherwise. I am greatly appreciative to SLAS for awarding me the travel grant that made this field work possible. 
