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1. Project Proposal: International Law and Pan-Americanism in the Americas, 1900-1942

2. Period of the fieldwork: 25th March 2011 – 23rd May 2011 

3. Location and character of the visit: Visiting Scholar, Institute of Latin American Studies, Columbia University, New York City, United States of America.

4. Purpose of the fieldwork
Between 25th March 2011 and 23rd May 2011, I undertook fieldwork primarily at the Manuscript Library of Columbia University in New York City, United States of America, which contributed towards my doctoral dissertation on the intellectual and hemispheric history of Pan-Americanism and international law in the Americas, 1900-1942. The Institute of Latin American Studies at Columbia University offered me a position as a visiting scholar, but it did not provide financial support. Therefore, the SLAS Postgraduate Travel Grant enabled me to afford primarily the costs of my travel expenses (from Cambridge to New York), as well as parts of the maintenance while in New York City. Columbia University Library hosts one of the most important library archives for my PhD dissertation, namely the Records of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (CEIP) (1910-1954). It includes materials of the US politicians and jurists, such as Secretaries of State Elihu Root, Charles Evans Hughes, and the jurist James Brown Scott, their connections with Latin American jurists and diplomats, such as Alejandro Alvarez (Chile), Luis María Drago (Argentina) and Antonio Sánchez de Bustamante y Sirvén (Cuba) and the organisation of Pan-American networks of international law. My visit to Columbia enabled me to consult extensively these archives, give a talk at Columbia’s Institute of Latin American Studies based on one draft chapter of my PhD dissertation and received very helpful feedback and finally interact with Columbia’s academic community, as well as with academics from other Universities of the region. Thus, I interacted with professors from the department of History both at Columbia University and New York University and with a very lively community of PhD students from Columbia, New York and Yale Universities working on similar topics, such as the history of US-Latin American relations, Latin American history and global history. 

5. Sources
During my stay I spent most of the time consulting and taking photographs with a digital camera of a great number of documents and sources from the volumes and boxes of the Carnegie Collection in the Rare Book and Manuscript Library at Columbia University. I concentrated primarily on the records of the New York and Washington Offices of the CEIP Records, 1910-1954, particularly its Division of International Law and in a less degree its Secretary’s Office and its Division of Intercourse and Education. Secondly, I also explored the Papers of Charles Evans Hughes (especially documents related to inter-American issues, Latin America and international law), which were also located in the Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia University. Finally, I had the chance to consult briefly and take pictures of some sources from the Papers of James Brown Scott, which are located within the Special Collection of Georgetown University Library in Washington D.C.

6. Assessment of the fieldwork

The quantity and quality of the materials and sources consulted and collected in digital format with my digital camera are extremely useful for my dissertation. The CEIP proved to have a huge and very valuable collection of materials on the history of U.S. and Latin American international law, hemispheric projects and connections, Pan-American conferences, visits and academic and diplomatic exchanges of politicians and scholars in the field of international law both from Latin America to the U.S. and from the U.S. to Latin America. The Papers of Charles Evans Hughes (Columbia University Libraries) and the Papers of James Brown Scott (Georgetown University Library) also proved to be very helpful for my dissertation, since there are several sources about inter-American relations, Pan-American conferences and projects and the development of international law in the Americas. For these reasons, all these materials and sources helped me to detect new connections in the history of US-Latin American relations and more importantly to explore in more detail the construction and advancement of Pan-American networks of international law in the Americas during the first half of the twentieth century.    
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