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                                              Review: Field Trip Summer 2010 

Francis O’Brien

Dr. Pearce

Between 4th of June 2010 and 15th August 2010 I undertook field research on U.S.-Mexican Relations, 1910-1940 in Washington, DC. For the duration of my visit I stayed at a conveniently located youth hostel in central Washington. My accommodation was convenient to my sources at the Library of Congress (i.e. the Thomas Jefferson, the James Madison, and the John Adams Libraries on Capitol Hill), and the National Archives on Constitution Avenue. Additionally, the Martin Luther King Jr. Public Library was within easy walking distance and it is also open on Sundays. Thus, I always had computer facilities and somewhere nearby to the hostel to write up my notes if necessary. The Library of Congress and the National Archives are closed to the Public on Sundays. Starting with a chronological and thematic approach I searched chiefly for primary sources and English-written texts. For this segment of my research my focus was on the American perspective. 

During my stay I looked at, among others, the Public Papers of Presidents Taft and Woodrow Wilson: Secretary of State William Jennings Bryan, General George Patton, Senator William Edgar Borah, Navy Secretary and later ambassador to Mexico, Josephus Daniels, and copies of State Department files. In the newspaper and journal section in the Madison Library I read extracts from the New York Times dating from 1913. In the photographic and fine prints department in the Madison Library I examined contemporary political cartoons. In the Jefferson and the Adams Libraries I unearthed journals and articles published by the oil industry.  I also investigated the role of newspaper tycoon, and critic of Wilsonian foreign policy, William Randolph Hearst. 
As a consequence of my delving I purchased via Amazon Books, two primary sources: Shirt –Sleeve Diplomat by Josephus Daniels (1947) and The Mexican Challenge by Frank Kluckhohn (1939). Daniels was Navy Secretary at the time of the U.S. Marines’ attack on Veracruz, and later ambassador to Mexico when claims for compensation for expropriated American owned land and business interests were troublesome diplomatic issues. Kluckhohn was a contributor to the New York Times, and an anti-Mexican outspoken propagandist when it came to the matter of the nationalisation of foreign assets by the Mexican government. The trip enabled me to look at primary sources which I would not be able to access elsewhere. Indeed the material examined at first hand     provided me with an increasing valuable insight into the mentalities of the principles and the motivations behind national policies and an insight into the background of events, which secondary sources often cannot provide. My costs were ameliorated by the very generous financial support from SLAS for which I am most grateful.      
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