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My second fieldwork trip to Argentina and Uruguay in the Summer of 2008 was kindly and jointly sponsored by the Society for Latin American Studies, the University of London Central Research Fund and the London School of Economics’ Department of International Relations.

My PhD thesis consists of a comparative study of Argentina and Uruguay, accounting for how the two countries confronted the burdensome legacy of human rights violations committed by the civic-military governments during the 1970s and 1980s, once they returned to democracy. Thus, the research considers all the mechanisms employed by the democratic governments –starting from the mid-1980s until present - like trials, truth commissions, amnesty laws, and memory projects that were selected in the endeavour to come to terms with this troublesome inheritance.  
The trip was a perfect complement to my previous visit to the region during the Summer of 2007, when the interviews there carried out enabled me to refine the topic of my research and clearly limit the purpose of my work. During the first trip I collected information and carried out interviews relating to the period of the transition and the first democratic government in both countries, covering the time frame of 1982 to 1989 for Argentina and 1980 to 1990 for Uruguay.
Over the two trips, I have conducted around 60 interviews, evenly split between Argentina and Uruguay, so to have a balanced review and assessment of the cases. 

As can be appreciated in Appendix A – 2008 ‘List of Interviews’, during my stay in the region I have been able to interview a variety of people, including academics, journalists, current politicians, lawyers and judges, members of human rights NGOs, members of victims’ organisations, and survivors of the repression. 
Additionally, during the second trip of 2008, I have been able to visit a number of memory sites of which I collected a number of photographs, as the Museum of Memory and the Memorial of Disappeared Detainees in Montevideo, and the former clandestine detention centres of the Escuela de Mecánica de la Armada and the Olimpo, and the Monument to the Victims of State Terrorism in Buenos Aires, to be hopefully included in a DVD together with all the interviews carried to be submitted with the thesis.

Finally, I was able to participate in a number of events relating to the topic of my thesis, like the commemoration of the World Day for Disappeared Detainees on 30th August in Montevideo, and the march calling for the appearance of Jorge Julio Lopez, a key witness in the Trial of Miguel Etchecolatz, disappeared since 18 September 2006 in Buenos Aires.

This second trip has allowed me to focus in particular on the recent developments in the region relating to issues of truth, justice and memory of past human rights abuses.
During my stay, I have gathered material and focused the interviews on the following time frames: Argentina (1989 to 2007) and Uruguay (1990 to 2008). The literature at the moment largely focuses on the transitional period and most information on recent developments is missing, especially in literature written in English, with some exceptions like the recent articles by Sikkink of 2008.

The visit permitted me to garner a diversity of materials on important present issues like the judicial trials that have restarted in Argentina since 2005, the recuperation of the ESMA, Olimpo and La Perla as memory places, the ongoing process to recuperate Automotores Orletti (another ex-CCD), the completion of the Memory Park, inaugurated in late 2007 but still missing some important sculptures, and the ongoing issue of the disappeared J. J. Lopez. In Uruguay, I have been able to discuss the ongoing campaign to collect signatures to pass a constitutional reform project to nullify the Ley de Caducidad (Amnesty Law), the opening in late 2007 of the Museum of Memory, and the significant advancements that have occurred under the current presidency of Vazquez, that for the first time has permitted judicial trials of some heads of the military regime and the recovering of two bodies of the disappeared in military premises.

I am confident that this second trip to the region has been fundamental for my understanding of current issues and developments in a subject theme like the one of my thesis that is in constant evolution and does not seem to have an end in sight. The theme of past human rights crimes is an open wound in both societies, given that after over 30 years it is still present in the news almost on a daily basis and everyone you talk to has an opinion on it. I believe this trip has been very important in enabling me to follow these developments closely on the ground and discuss them with specialists working on these themes, to develop a better appreciation of what is currently ongoing in the region. 

Appendix A – 2008 ‘List of Interviews’

	Argentina

	Name
	Affiliation
	Location
	Date

	Andrés D’Alessio
	Judge of the 1985 Trial of the Commanders
	Buenos Aires
	17 September 2008

	Familiares de Detenidos-Desaparecidos 


	Victims’ organisation
	Buenos Aires
	18 September 2008

	Mothers of Plaza de Mayo – Founding Line


	Victims’ organisation
	Buenos Aires
	22 September 2008

	Federico Lorenz
	Historian, Cultural Centre ‘H. Conti’, ESMA
	Buenos Aires
	 8 September 2008

	Daniel Lvovich
	Historian, National University of General Sarmiento
	Buenos Aires
	19 September 2008

	Carlos H. Acuña
	University of San Andrés
	Buenos Aires
	18 September 2008



	Catalina Smulovitz
	Director, Department of Political Science and International Studies, University of Torcuato di Tella
	Buenos Aires
	23 September 2008

	Martin Hernan Fraga


	H.I.J.O.S.

Victims’ organisation
	Buenos Aires
	16 September 2008

	Carlos Lordkipanidse


	Association of Ex-Disappeared Detainees
	Buenos 
Aires
	22 September 2008

	Graciela Fernandez Meijide


	CONADEP
	Buenos Aires
	12 September 2008

	Hugo Vezzetti


	University of Buenos Aires
	Buenos Aires
	17 September 2008

	Marcos Novaro
	Instituto Gino Germani, University of Buenos Aires
	Buenos Aires
	10 September 2008

	Vicente Palermo
	Instituto Gino Germani, University of Buenos Aires
	Buenos Aires
	5 September 2008

	Alba Lanzillotto
	Grandmothers of Plaza de Mayo - Victims’ organisation


	Buenos Aires
	11 September 2008

	Vera Carnovale 
	Memoria Abierta, Human Rights Organisation


	Buenos Aires
	12 September 2008

	Uruguay

	Name
	Affiliation
	Location
	Date

	Gerardo Bleier


	Journalist and Advisor to the President
	Montevideo
	29 August 2008

	Javier Miranda


	Lawyer, Montevideo City Hall and Relative of Disappeared 


	Montevideo
	29 August 2008

	Mothers and Relatives of Uruguayan Disappeared Detainees
	Victims’ organisation
	Montevideo
	1 September 2008

	Elbio Ferrario
	Coordinator of Memory Museum
	Montevideo
	3 September 2008

	Julian Gonzalez Guyer
	Institute of Political Science, University of the Republic
	Montevideo
	29 August 2008

	Vania Markarian
	University of the Republic
	Montevideo
	27 August 2008


	José Rilla
	Director, Cuadernos de Claeh
	Montevideo
	26 August 2008

	Carlos Demasi
	Centro de Estudios Interdisciplinarios Uruguayos, University of the Republic


	Montevideo
	28 August 2008

	Gerardo Caetano
	Institute of Political Science, University of the Republic

	Montevideo
	4 September 2008

	Lilia Ferro
	Unidad Multidisciplinaria, University of the Republic


	Montevideo
	3 September 2008

	Isabel Trivelli
	Memoria Para Armar

Victims’ organisation
	Montevideo
	29 August 2008

	Marisa Ruiz
	Amnesty International – UY

International Justice Group
	Montevideo
	2 September 2008

	Laura Balsamo
	SERPAJ – Peace and Justice Service
	Montevideo
	27 August 2008

	Luis Alberto Heber


	Senator, Blanco Party
	Montevideo
	3 September 2008



	Rafael Michelini
	Senator, Frente Amplio
	Montevideo
	3 September 2008
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