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The second part of my fieldwork period undertook in Costa Rica from May to July 2009 was kindly and jointly sponsored by the Society for Latin American Studies, the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation and development, the University of Salamanca’s department of Economics and Economic History and CEDDAR (University of Zaragoza). 

My PhD thesis analyses whether trade liberalisation and the promotion of non-traditional agrarian exports (NTAEs) is actually helping to meet the challenge of rural poverty reduction from a multidimensional perspective (monetary, basic needs, food security and capabilities) in small Latin American economies. This dissertation aims to answer this question by evaluating the contributions of three theoretical approaches (neoliberalism, neostructuralism and food sovereignty) to the debate on the role of trade on rural development through a comparison of the experiences of Costa Rica and Cuba from 1990 to 2008. 

Despite the obvious differences between Costa Rica and Cuba, this comparative research between the two countries can be highly interesting to answer the research question. While Cuba implemented an inward-looking development alternative to face the crisis in the 1990s, Costa Rica developed an export-led model to boost agrarian diversification and reduce dependency on traditional crops. This dissertation thus explores the extent to which Costa Rica’s ‘better’ external insertion has resulted in higher rural poverty reduction and agrarian expansion than in Cuba, where every farmer enjoys a great array of institutional support and a broad-based social policy. Moreover, if this comparison considers increasing agrarian productivity as just one among many policy goals within the process of agrarian development, the interest of the Cuba-Costa Rica comparison comes from the fact that two neighbouring countries with similar agrarian problems during decades (external dependence, internal dependence on traditional crops, food insecurity, low competitiveness of small farmers) have implemented agrarian policies so differently and show such diverse results.

This fieldwork trip was based on primary data collection (apart from secondary sources) to develop an in-depth study of Costa Rica’s agrarian model between 1990 and 2008. It was based in Heredia, Costa Rica, where I was accepted as a visiting researcher (from May to July 2009) at CINPE (Centro Internacional de Política Económica), National University of Costa Rica (UNA). There, I undertook semi-strcutured interviews with members of the Ministry of Agriculture, scholars at the University of Costa Rica and the National University, leaders of the Union of Cooperatives and other public institutions and peasants groups. 
Summarising, during my stay at CINPE, SLAS Travel grant subsidised a threefold task:
a) To achieve an in-depth knowledge of the agrarian policies implemented in Costa Rica from 1990 (Costa Rica became a member of WTO) to 2008 (the global food crisis). To do so, I carried out semi-structured interviews with a selected number of government officials, academics, researchers, peasants organisations’ leaders and specific farmers in different regions (see appendix).
b) To understand the macroeconomic impact of these policies on rural poverty reduction from a multidimensional perspective in Costa Rica. Thus I gathered macroeconomic and quantitative data on rural poverty and other social and economic indicators obtained from BCCR, MAG, IDA, INEC, PROCOMER etc.

c) Last, I focused on the channels and connection between policies and outcomes. Accordingly research papers, newspapers articles, field notes, life histories and practical observation, all constitute useful and up-to-date sources of data on Costa Rica’s agrarian policies and their impacts.
The trip was a perfect complement to my previous visits to Cuba during the summer of 2006 and autumn of 2008, when the interviews carried out there enabled me to redefine the topic of my research and clearly limit both the research questions and theoretical framework. During the first trip I collected information, data and reports, and carried out interviews relating to Cuba’s agrarian model from 1990 to 2008.
Over the two trips, I have conducted more than 70 interviews, evenly split between Cuba and Costa Rica, in order to achieve a balanced review and assessment of the cases. 
Finally, I was able to attend and participate in a number of events relating to the research project, like fieldwork visits, conferences on rural development and cooperativism and other meetings developed in the National University of Costa Rica in June and May 2009. 

I believe that this second part of my fieldwork developed in Costa Rica, kindly sponsored by SLAS, has been fundamental for my understanding of current debates on multidimensional rural poverty and agrarian development in Latin America, themes that still require further research and understanding. 
Appendix: List of semi-structures interviews

Civil servants and politicians

Villalobos Briceño, A. L. 2009. Interview with Lorena, Central Pacific region, IDA, Costa Rica, 2-3 June, 2009.

Aguilar Batista, O. 2009. Interview with Oscar Aguilar, Central Valley responsible, IDA, San José, Costa Rica, 19 May, 2009.

Bolaños, O. 2009. Interview with Osvaldo Bolaños, MAG, San José, Costa Rica, 20 May, 2009. 

Calderón, L. 2009. Interview with Luis Calderón, Planning director, IDA, San José, Costa Rica, 2 May, 2009.

Camacho, C. 2009. Interview with Carmen Camacho, sociologist, Contraloría de la Nación, San José, Costa Rica, 4 June, 2009. 

Charpentier, F. 2009. Interview with Franklin Charpentier, SEPSA, San José, Costa Rica, 20 May, 2009. 

Cordero Cordero, J.M. 2009. Interview with Juan Manuel Cordero, CNP, San José, Costa Rica, 17 June, 2009.

González Mejía, H. 2009. Interview with Ing. Hernán González, IDA, San José, Costa Rica, 21 May, 2009.

Hidalgo Vargas, A.G. 2009. Interview with Ana Gissele Hidalgo, North region, IDA, San José, Costa Rica, 26-27 May, 2009.

Montero, L. 2009. Interview with Liliana Montero, SEPSA, San José, Costa Rica, 20 May, 2009. 

Mora, S. 2009. Interview with Sandra Mora, SEPSA, San José, Costa Rica, 20 May, 2009. 

Mosón Ojer, R. 2009. Interview with Rafael Mosón, MAG, San Isidro del General, Pérez Zeledón, 24 June, 2009.

Rodríguez Rodríguez, J.J. 2009. Interview with José Joaquín Rodríguez, CNP, San José, Costa Rica, 17 June, 2009.

Saborío, A. 2009. Interview with MSc. Annie Saborío, Gerente general del IDA, San José, Costa Rica, 2 May, 2009.

Víquez Astorga, J. 2009. Interview with Judith Víquez, Caribbean region, IDA, San José, Costa Rica, 8-9 June, 2009.

Academics and researchers

Arboleda, E. 2009. Interview with MSc. Esteban Arboleda, Land and Water Faculty, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 18 May, 2009. 

Barrantes, E. 2009. Interview with Lic. Ellen Barrantes, Land and Water Faculty, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 15 May, 2009. 

Cascante, M. 2009. Interview with Dr. Maricela Cascante, Master in Rural Development, Land and Water Faculty, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 8  June, 2009. 

Díaz Porras, R. 2009. Interview with Dr. Rafael Díaz Porras, CINPE, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 5 May, 2009. 

Díaz Porras, R. 2009. Interview with Dr. Rafael Díaz Porras, CINPE, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 2 July, 2009. 

Dierckxsens, M. 2009. Interview with Mauricio Dierckxsens, CINPE, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 21 May, 2009.

Granados, R.E. 2009. Interview with Evelio Granados, Master in Rural Development, Land and Water Faculty, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 15  June, 2009. 

Hernández, G. 2009. Interview with Greivin Hernández, CINPE, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 7 May, 2009. 

Ledesma, R. 2009. Interview with Rafael Ledesma, Social Sciences Faculty, History School, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 11 May, 2009.

Miranda, D. 2009. Interview with MSc. Donald Miranda, CINPE, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 5 May, 2009. 

Mora Alfaro, J. 2009. Interview with Jorge Mora, FLACSO, San José, Costa Rica, 21 May, 2009. 

Mora, A. 2009. Interview with Alberto Mora, Programa Estado de la Nación-Región, Costa Rica, 12 May, 2009.

Ovares, L. 2009. Interview with Dr. Luis Ovares, Director of the Mater in Rural Development, Land and Water Faculty, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 8  June, 2009. 

Picado, W. 2009. Interview with Wilson Picado, Social Sciences Faculty, History School, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 7 May, 2009.

Rivera, F. 2009. Interview with Dr. Fernando Rivera, Land and Water Faculty, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 18 May, 2009. 

Ruiz, K. 2009. Interview with Dr. Keynor Ruiz, CINPE, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 13 May, 2009.

Saénz Segura, F. 2009. Interview with Dr. Fernando Saénz, CINPE, UNA, Heredia, Costa Rica, 8 May, 2009.

Villarreal, E. 2009. Interview with Evelyn Villarreal, Programa Estado de la Nación-Región, Costa Rica, 12 May, 2009.
Peasants, farm managers and professionals

Asociación de mujeres productoras para la gestión y el desarrollo, asentamiento las Orquídeas, Puerto Viejo de Sarapiquí, Heredia, Costa Rica, 27 May, 2009. 

Agüero, M. 2009. Interview with Miriam Agüero, Asociación de Mujeres de El Águila, Pérez Zeledón, 23 June, 2009.

Argüelles, O.N. 2008. Interview with Ing. Odalys Noa Argüelles, organopónico San Agustín, Havana city, 7 October, 2008.
Asentamiento La Esmeralda, Asociación de mujeres La Esmeralda, Siquirres, 10 June, 2009. 

Asociación de mujeres agropecuarias y artesanas de la finca Dos Horquetas, Río Frío, Puerto Viejo de Sarapiquí, Heredia, Costa Rica, 27 May, 2009. 

Asociación de mujeres independencientes de Veracruz, Pejivalle, Pérez Zeledón, 23 June, 2009.

Asociación de Mujeres Indígenes de ACOMUITA, Shiroles, Talamanca, Puerto Viejo, Costa Rica, 9 June, 2009. 
Asociación de mujeres productoras y agroindustriales de San Luis del Naranjo, Central Valley, Costa Rica, 19 May, 2009

Asociación de productoras agroindustriales y artesanas. Asentamiento El Barro, Orotina, 4 June, 2009.
Bermúdez Camacho, N. 2009. Interview with Neojalí Bermúdez Camacho, presidente de la asociación de desarrollo de Concepción, Buenos Aires provincia de Puntarenas.

Cubero, R. 2009. Interview with Ronald Cubero, Asociación de productores de El Águila, Pérez Zeledón, 23 June, 2009. 

Grupo de mujeres agroindustriales de San Pedro de Trojas, Central Valley, Costa Rica, 19 May, 2009

Méndez Campos, A. 2009. Interview with Adela Méndez Campos, asociación de mujeres productoras de Concepción, Buenos Aires, Puntarenas, 24 June, 2009.

Morera, O. 2009. Interview with Olger Morera, Asociación de productores de Veracruz, Pérez Zeledón, 23 June, 2009.

Proyecto de Agroturismo Lago Jalapa, Asentamiento Rojomaca, Puerto Viejo de Sarapiquí, Heredia, Costa Rica, 26 May, 2009. 

Proyecto de agroturismo Las Orquídeas, Zapotal, Miramar, Central Pacific region, Costa Rica, 3 June, 2009. 

Private Companies and cooperatives

Coto, L.G. 2009. Interview with Luis Guilleromo Coto, Confederación de Cooperativas de Centroamérica y El Caribe, San José, 16 June, 2009.

Fernández, R. 2009. Interview with Rogelio Fernández, tax advisor of Dos Pinos, Alajuela, 22 June, 2009. 

Hernández, I. 2009. Interview with Dr. Ismael Hernández, ORGANIX, 25 May, 2009. 

Pomareda, C. 2009. Interview with Carlos Pomareda, Execuitve director of International Services for enterprises development, S.A. San José, Costa Rica, 25 May, 2009. 

Rodríguez Muñoz, M. 2009. Interview with Mauricio Rodríguez Muñoz, COOPEAGRI R.L, San Isidro del General, 25 June,2009.

International organisations

Samper, M. 2009. personal Communications by email with Mario Samper, IICA, 3-15 June, 2009.

Ramírez, O. 2009. Interview with Octavio Ramírez, Subdirector of FAO in Costa Rica, San José, 12 June, 2009. 

Arze, J. 2009. Interview with José Arze, IICA, San José, 2 June, 2009.
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