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During the months of August, September, and October I carried out my fieldwork in Argentina, which travel costs were mostly paid with a SLAS Grant for postgraduate students awarded in March 2009.

Following the objectives of my thesis and the work schedule, fieldwork in Argentina sought mainly to collect a diversity of sources not available in the UK, ranging from public records to ephemeras. A digital camera was used for collecting the material, as I was allowed to take pictures of the sources in each of the archives I consulted. This method enabled a rapid collecting and a large storage of data. Visits to archives and libraries were daily, and I benefited from extended opening times (from 8 to 20) in the different institutions I attended.
Places
From the twelve archives and libraries planned to be visited only six were finally consulted and four new ones included. Such changes responded to the quantity and quality of the sources available in each one of them. For instance, the National Library was dismissed as a relevant archive before the travel since not many significant items appeared in its online catalogue. However, consulting the physical catalogue at the library, I discovered important materials that I proceeded to consult. On the contrary, the Congress Library whose periodical archive I planned to visit had to be ruled out owing to closure for moving purposes until October.   
As the transport regulations in Buenos Aires were managed by the Municipality, the Library of the City Council was the place were I carried out most of the fieldwork. A large number of public records, urban plans, municipal reports on traffic and transport, and underground railway projects were collected from it. Since public transport was coordinated by the Buenos Aires Transport Corporation (1938-1948), a mixed company (national, municipal, and private), the public records of this period were held at the National Archive. Although the archive did not have the whole of records, I was able to consult a large number of them (11 boxes with around 25 files each one). This archive provided relevant materials concerning both the service and the experience of the passengers such as reports of complaints, accidents, and frauds. 
The City Council and the National libraries were also consulted for periodicals, literature, secondary sources (texts about Buenos Aires’ history and urban planning). The main newspapers of Buenos Aires from 1910 to 1945 such as La Nación, La Prensa, El Mundo, Crítica, Noticias Gráficas, La Razón were looked up. As collection of newpaper articles about the construction of the first line was already covered by the fieldwork done in London, the search focused mostly on the period 1928-1933 (the implementation of the second and third line) and 1938-1945 (the fourth line). Illustrated magazines (from the period 1928-1936) were consulted at the National Library and ESPIGAS foundation.
A good deal of sources, very interesting and diverse, was found in the Popular Library of the Tramways’ Friend Association. Among other materials, the library contained maps, ads, company brochures, underground staff rules, pictures, engineering journals, technical reports, and secondary sources. The latter referred to the history of the underground.  

Sources 

The first stage of the search was focused on what in my research I call “the view from above,” the voice of all those involved in the study, planning, and implementation of the underground railways. Public records, legislations, plans, maps, brochures, among others, were the materials which helped me to reconstruct this view. Overall, I could gather an important part of these types of materials. In contrast with the lack of original copies of the early plans (1886-1909), it was possible to obtain many originals of the projects submitted in the period 1923-1930. 

In parallel, I commenced a search for newspaper articles on the inauguration days of each line in order to see how they were covered by the written media. Previous months and years were looked up to get news on the construction and expectations about the new underground railway. Subsequent days, months, and years were checked to see how the service and the use of the underground were perceived. Apart from general newspapers, political publications were consulted as in the 20’s and the 30’s socialists and communists integrated the City Council. 
Other kinds of periodicals as popular magazines were referred to in the same way as newspapers. The pieces of literature, cartoons, and illustrations usually contain interesting discourses and representations of both the expectations about the new means of transport and the experience of travelling (commuting). It was expected that many cartoons and stories about the underground railway were provided by these types of periodicals as it was previously found in the case of the first line (1909-1910). Despite the lack of illustrations and cartoons, the images on the everyday life in the underground railways can be reconstructed thanks to a good deal of photographs held in the National Archive. They are original copies which offer lot of details about who were the passengers, how people used to travel, the layout of stations and platforms (the types of advertisements and how posters were placed, for instance), and the different stages of the construction, among others. Around 400 pictures were looked up, although only 60 photos were taken due to the cost of copyright. 
Nevertheless, few but rich sources for cultural analysis were found in either some popular or women illustrated magazines and arts and literary journals. Particularly important were those articles that although did not refer directly to the underground railway, offered a view about traffic, transport, and the conditions of metropolitan life.            
Assessment of the fieldwork

In terms of quantity and quality, the material collected constitutes a very valuable and significant corpus for reconstructing the history of the Buenos Aires underground railways from an urban and cultural perspective. An early and quick analysis of the material has made me reconsider the organisation of the thesis’ chapters. Apart from the introduction and the conclusion, the new plan focuses on three main themes: planning, construction, and experience or use of the underground railways. 

I have observed that despite the interval of 15 years between the construction of the first line and the second one, the problems and debates on urban traffic, the transport plans proposed, and the projects of underground railways previous to the first one (1886-1910) were similar to those discussed in the subsequent period (1928-1940) in which new projects emerged and new concessions were approved. Therefore, instead of following a chronological account of the facts, this new organisation enables me to analyse and compare all the projects of underground railways in the same chapter. Probably the questions related to traffic problems will be analysed in a previous chapter –“Urban Traffic and Congestion”- in which I will put together the evolution of transport in Buenos Aires and the cultural impressions as well as the technical diagnosis about urban congestion throughout the period.   
In the chapter on construction, I have planned to include the building process of each line, the systems (electrical, lighting, signal, and so on) implemented, and the design of space. Technical articles as well as photos are a rich source for reconstructing this aspect. During the construction periods I will also explain how the city was transformed through these works, how the latter were perceived, and some conflicts that emerged. The speeches given in the works inauguration days will also be analysed in this chapter. Expectations aroused by the new underground railway, together with how Buenos Aires as a metropolis was imagined and built, and the relation between urban modernisation and ideals of Progress and modern nation will be analysed both in the Construction and Planning chapters.
The chapter on Experience is based on a diversity of sources as there was not an only type of record about how people used the underground railway and about the perceptions of it –what I call “views from below”. I had regarded literature, cartoons, news, and photography as the main sources for the reconstruction of experience and the view from below. Although the latter are certainly a rich source, the materials consulted show that impressions of the travel experience can also appear, for instance, in the debates on concessions, since politicians were passengers as well. 

Another example has made me to reconsider the limits of the categorisation between the views from above and from below. Not only technicians and politicians (view from above) participated in the debates on concessions of underground railways but also civil organisations based on neighbourhoods (Sociedades de Fomento). Their participation in the debates is useful to understand how citizens who were also passengers or commuters were involved in planning by demanding new lines, proposing networks, or making reports on service.  

Other activities
In the month of October, I gave a brief talk on some findings of my research -the municipal plan for an underground railway network (1907) - in the seminaries of the Urban Studies Area, Instituto de Investigaciones Gino Germani, Facultad de Ciencias Sociales, Universidad de Buenos Aires. It was a successful seminary attended by a good number of participants, who received the topic enthusiastically and in an engaged manner. 
