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During 2008, I conducted two periods of fieldwork in São Paulo, Brazil, which contributed towards my doctoral thesis on “Graffiti, urban space, and social action in São Paulo and Santiago de Chile” at the Centre of Latin American Studies, University of Cambridge. Funding from the SLAS Postgraduate Travel Grant assisted significantly in covering expenses (primarily housing and on-site costs) during both these periods.
My first research trip, from March to May 2008, was primarily exploratory, building on contacts I had established from the UK and working towards attaining a comprehensive overview of the São Paulo graffiti scene. During the second period of research, from August to November 2008, I continued to build relationships with artists I had met during my first research trip, as well as established new contacts. In addition to informal conversations, I conducted extended, semi-structured interviews with a cross-section of graffiti artists, who represented various generations, locations within the city, and styles of painting. 

In conjunction with meeting artists, a principal objective of my research was acquiring firsthand experience within a diverse selection of neighbourhoods throughout the larger metropolitan region of São Paulo, from the city centre to the extreme peripheries. Over the course of this research, I attended multiple formal and informal artistic events, including the first ‘Biennale of Graffiti’ held in Belo Horizonte in August 2008. I also visited multiple cultural centres which engage in graffiti and hip hop workshops for urban youth, especially the Casa do Hip Hop in Diadema. Furthermore, I engaged in extensive photographic documentation of the city’s graffiti, through attending organized graffiti events, cultural centre activities, personal tours of artists’ neighbourhoods, as well as walking extensively through diverse locations of the city.
Additionally, I consulted the art archives of the Centro Cultural São Paulo, as well as collections of other cultural centres, museum and university libraries, and numerous personal archives of practicing artists. I also was kindly invited to attend the group meetings of the Núcleo de Antropologia Urbana (NAU) at the Universidade de São Paulo.

The financial support from SLAS was invaluable in facilitating this phase of my fieldwork in São Paulo, and thus – as my doctoral work is highly dependent upon personal interactions, conversations and experiential research – their support has contributed directly towards my successful completion of the doctoral thesis. I sincerely thank the SLAS committee for this generous fieldwork travel grant, and for their continued support of postgraduate research!

