Adrian Pearce.

Secretary, SLAS
Tuesday, 22 January 2008
Dear Adrian,
I am writing to thank SLAS for the grant that enabled me to present a paper at the 1º Congreso Iberoamericano de Eficacia Escolar y Factores Asociados (1st Latin American Congress on School Effectiveness and Associated Facotrs) organised by OREALC / UNESCO (Regional Bureau for Education in Latin America and the Caribbean) in Santiago de Chile, Chile the past 12th to 14th of December. The paper I presented is titled “The school effectiveness research programme: towards a practitioners’ perspective in the Latin American context”.

This was a very important event on my research field and presenting my paper in this conference certainly was a unique opportunity to receive feedback from the leading researchers and practitioners in Latin America. 

The paper had a very good reception among the audience and generated a very interesting discussion about the relevance (or not) of importing school effectiveness models from developed countries. The discussion also laid down concrete advices for my research to develop a tailor-made model of school effectiveness for the Latin American reality.

I was able to establish contact and exchange ideas with many people working in the field; from the authors of the papers I am reviewing for my thesis, to public servants, as well as teachers and head-teachers and other postgraduate students working in topics similar to mine.
Besides, I had a great time; Santiago is a really beautiful place!

It was definitely a very productive experience. The feedback I received on my research will be, with no doubt, a booster for the quality and pertinence of my thesis.

Once again, thank you very much.
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Sincerely,

Andres Sandoval Hernandez

PhD Student

University of Bath

Department of Education
