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The Hybrid Storyspaces conference was organised by Debra Castillo of Cornell University and Christine Henseler of Union College. Its goal was to ‘rethink transnational Hispanic literary theory and practice through the lens of new media technologies’, so there were connections to the work of the ‘Latin American Cyberculture and Cyberliterature’ research project, jointly run by my supervisor at the University of Liverpool, Dr Claire Taylor, and Dr Thea Pitman at the University of Leeds, and of which I am also a member. In response to the organisers’ request that participants develop hybrid (interdisciplinary, interactive and collaborative) presentation formats, we initially proposed a virtual panel presentation, via webcam. However, we were invited to attend in person by the organisers so that we would also be able to listen to the other participants and to participate in all the conference interactions, beyond the actual sessions. To make this possible, the conference organisers offered a generous contribution towards travel costs. I am very grateful to the Society of Latin American Studies for providing me with the additional funding which enabled me to take up this invitation and travel to the United States for the conference.

As perhaps befits an event about new media, technology was much in evidence. At registration, participants were given an electronic game each – in my case, a miniature version of the Simon memory game. The brand new and much hyped iPad (a tablet computer manufactured by Apple, only on sale in the US at that point) was used as a prop in the opening session and the conference themes and participants were introduced in a video developed according to the principles of remix, using material from a range of internet sources. Although it proved quite challenging in practice to go far beyond the traditional academic presentation formats, to the truly hybrid approaches requested by the organisers, presenters did make use of video and a range of visual and online materials to illustrate their talks, and several spoke in both English and Spanish. The conference was also hybrid in bringing together scholars and practitioners, researchers, activists and authors, in a relatively small and intimate setting. 

My paper, ‘The travelling texts of local content: Following content creation, communication and dissemination via internet platforms in a Brazilian favela’ was grouped with other papers in the first block of the conference, under the heading ‘Web 2.0’. The other blocks were entitled ‘Convergences’, ‘Interfaces’, ‘Cyberspaces’, ‘Commonalities’ and ‘Autoreflections’. I presented early analysis of one of the case studies from my PhD fieldwork looking at how people living in a favela in Rio de Janeiro use the internet to publish and disseminate their own representations and narratives about their local area using blogs, email, microblogs, social network sites and print formats. I received useful questions and comments about my paper both in the session itself and afterwards in more informal exchanges. Since my work is interdisciplinary and spans different areas including cultural studies, it was helpful to be able to present to a more literature-oriented audience and to find out what research is being undertaken by others in this field. I found particularly relevant and thought-provoking those presentations which discussed non-literary objects of study, textual production beyond the literary text by authors on the internet or authors’ internet practices, hybrid activist practices and productions, questions of circulation, and more critical approaches to the study of hybrid storyspaces. It was good also to hear some tentative discussion of issues of class and inequality in relation to new media technologies. 

Overall, this was an interesting event and it was certainly worth travelling such a long distance given that this was a conference at one of the major Ivy League universities, and organised by one of the leading professors of Spanish in the US. One opportunity to continue the connections has already arisen – the conference organisers are also putting together a selection of online working papers by participants in the event and have invited me to contribute. This is excellent news for my career development, as having a publication in the Cornell Working Papers Series will be a useful addition to my cv.

