SLAS Report on Funding for Overseas Conference
SLAS has graciously given me the opportunity to attend a back to back conference in Copenhagen and Groningen for the Annual Nordic-Latin American Studies (NOLAN) and the Netherlands Association for Latin American and Caribbean Studies (NALACS) Conferences respectively. In NOLAN, I presented my first paper on Brazilian petroleum governance, which synthesises historical institutionalist and political economy perspectives to explain the features, strengths, and limitations of policy continuity in the oil sector. The NALACS Conference is equally relevant for my work as it gave me the opportunity to present in a different audience my first attempt of a comparative research on the logic and consequences of neoliberalism in Brazil and Chile. In this paper, I investigate the underlying logic of neoliberalism, the similarities, and the differences of political continuity in extractive industries.

Both papers were well-received. Worth mentioning is the enormous interest among Latin American specialists in Europe as regards the political economy of Brazil, a country often conceived as exceptional when we speak of Latin America as a region or as area studies. Because the paper discusses the most recent developments in Brazil, it produced discussions which I am currently reflecting on whilst writing my substantive chapters of the PhD thesis. I have also received critical comments from Brazilian scholars themselves, which also helps me factor in the differing perspectives between local scholars and ‘foreign experts’. Overall, I am very pleased to have managed to come to both conferences. They served as testing grounds for my theoretical analysis and my interpretation of social facts which I gathered from the fieldwork early this year. 
