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The Third Global International Studies Conference hosted by the University of Porto offered a good occasion to elaborate new ideas and discuss with people interested in my same research area. Even if the conference was focused on International studies, the high number of panels allowed to present many different topics and theories related to a wide range of sub-fields. Panels included also a good level of regional specificity depending on the empirical issues presented.  Theoretical discussions included in the conference programme were developed proposing the same issue from different theoretical approaches.

I presented a paper titled “Mexican foreign policy: continuity or change?” related to the topic I am focusing on my PhD thesis. Unfortunately a panelist was no present at the conference but it allowed me to spend extra-time for my presentation consequently going more in depth in the explanation of the paper. Compared to other sessions, a wide number of people were attending the panel and I received many useful feedbacks, especially regarding the empirical part of my research. In my opinion the discussion developed after the presentation was really stimulating and facing real problems present in Mexico in the last years. The presence of academics arrived from Mexico gave me the possibility to establish a confrontation about how the discipline and main Mexican foreign policy issues are perceived and studied in both sides of the Atlantic, producing an excellent surplus to the conversation. 
I also participated in many panels strictly linked to my actual research, from both the theoretical and empirical perspective. I found them very interesting and in some occasion I found important materials useful for my research. Moreover, I had the opportunity to explore the same topic from different perspectives. After every panel I could talk with academics presenting papers related to foreign policy or Mexican issues, having more specific discussions around common academic researches, sharing ideas and feedbacks. Thanks to the presentation and comments received  I decided deepen the  part on think tanks and political paradigms present in my thesis.

Networking activity was the most important side of the conference. I met researchers I already know in different occasions but I also had the opportunity to know new people working on similar topics confronting each other. Conversations arose after the panels led to the establishment of new collaborations and common projects, as the coordination of a publication and participation to the organisation of another conference. These contacts allowed also achieving materials and information I could not find before. At the moment we are still in contact and excellent professional and personal relations established with people I met during the conference are producing the creation of a good and quite active network around Mexican international affairs, allowing the connection between researchers working in European  and  Latin American institutions. Furthermore, this network will be useful for the coordination and publication of a Latin American number of  the postgraduate peer reviewed journal Political Perspective, ensuring the participation of researchers belonging to different Universities, an high quality peer review process and a wider diffusion of the journal.

