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With the generous support of the SLAS Postgraduate Conference Grant, I was able to attend the XXVIII International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association (LASA), held from 11-14 June 2009 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  Participating on the panel for “Architecture, Art, and Urban Space in Latin America,” I presented a paper entitled “Urban (Re)Visions: Graffiti and the State of the Street in São Paulo, Brazil.”

The combination of papers presented on the panel provoked a lively and productive discussion between the panelists and audience, which engaged many pertinent issues pertaining to urban architecture and transformations of public space in Latin America, and provided insights into ways in which my work can contribute within the broader field of urban studies. Participation on this panel allowed me to present my work to an audience of slightly different expertise than I had previously addressed (with focus on urban architecture, rather than popular culture, for example), and consequently, the feedback I received was incredibly insightful and helpful in shaping how I can further progress with related sections of my doctoral thesis. 

Additionally, during the conference I attended panels on a variety of subjects useful and informative to my area of study, as well as watched a number of interesting documentaries. I also made contacts with other academics working in similar areas of research, particularly establishing connections with academics (primarily based in the United States) who work on hip hop and other urban youth cultures from various Latin American countries. This opportunity to exchange ideas, research experiences, and scholarly approaches was extremely useful, as the area of hip hop studies is a fairly restricted field (especially in the UK).
As a researcher of Brazilian culture and art, the opportunity to share my research within the country that I study was invaluable. In addition to attending the conference, I was able to experience carioca culture and visit some of the wonderful art museums of Rio de Janeiro – a city which I have not been to for a number of years. All in all, LASA was a wonderful encuentro for professional contacts, feedback, and exchanging ideas. 
Once again, I would like to thank SLAS for their generous financial support which facilitated my being able to attend the 2009 LASA International Congress.
